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PLT Title 

Essays Made Easy 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
Providing tips, tools, and strategies to prepare all students for the grade 7 Long Composition. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Caitlin Corrieri* Chenery 7th grade English 

Lisa Connell Chenery 7th grade English 

Adam Niles Chenery 7th grade English 

Denise LaPolla Chenery Resource Teacher 

Jessica Watkins Chenery Resource Teacher 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

During this school year, we will design well-structured lessons for teaching multi-paragraph writing pieces including 

expository, argumentative, and narrative so that students will be successful on the MCAS Long Composition test. 

 
Key Actions 

    Key Actions:  What will I/we do to achieve to accomplish it?  
1. Create common graphic organizers and checklists 
 
2.  Create and implement lessons to teach each type of writing  
 
3. Address diverse learning needs by differentiating lessons for learners 
 
4. Research different models (expository, argumentative, narrative) writing 

 
Findings  

We found that overall; most students were successful with the multi-paragraph essay assessments.  Graphic organizers 
and pre-writing tools allowed students to successfully complete the writing process.  We believe student success can 
be attributed to the increase in scaffolding and direct instruction with each writing piece. However, some students still 
needed a tremendous amount of teacher support through every step of the writing process, even with the direct 
instruction and graphic organizers. 
 
We found that the outcome of the argumentative writing pieces was more persuasive in nature versus argumentative 
due to the lack of research involved in the writing process. 
 
Argumentative writing was new to the 7th grade curriculum and we found it helped to introduce terms such as “claim” 
and “counterclaim” earlier in the school year with the short story unit before teaching the argumentative writing unit. 
 
We found that the technology resources at Chenery were not reliable enough to support the writing process with these 
pieces. Computer labs were often not at 100% capacity or were not available or were not compatible with other labs in 
the building. 
 

 
 
 



Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
It is recommended to introduce the argumentative terms “claim” and “counterclaim” early in the 7th grade curriculum 
related to literature before the argumentative writing unit. 
 
It is recommended that, as an English department, we look at the argumentative writing unit and decide whether to 
include a research aspect or to focus more on persuasion. 
 
It is recommended that we explore possible technology resources for organization such as Inspiration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


